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AUTOPSY REPORT 

SiQNbCHlI.lb Neil CliriiKroh.cr 
Retina MH:*2Mfl-a 1?3 


Sa*katchdwan I 

Justice j 

JUL 0 3 ZO&I r 

Coroners Branch j 


liMmiroUion performed ]n line EUmonlon Medical txaminer's facility on 
April 24. 200L commencing at 1 J] 5 hours and ending al 1545 hours. Uieraied during Lhc 
C-rnrsr ■of lhc exiirn.iu.aliQ'Ti and yn lhc miiming of April 25, 2(.KH . 

In Hie presence of Cp). J. Warner, badge S3263L of the Regina RCMP Major 
Crimes L'nLl. a uiooden casket is removed from hmIet Wl of ihe bdmrjnron Medical 
F.x ami tier's facility at L 315 hours on Apni ?4, 2001. Tie wooden casket ii opened, and 
ii found lo euniam a smaller moist dirt-covered casket, ivilh no lid, which is covered u ith 
a green plastic tag. The officers present inform me 1fnH ihe |:d of lhis originaL coskel wds 
hiuinJ to he damaged, ar Lire rime of the exhumalton, such. Ihat i; was removed. The 
TCTimn^ of ;ui jil’jlr huchjii being are found wnhin this smaller casket. The body is 
identified to me, by the officers present, as being (font of Neil Christopher Stonethild. n 
I 7-ycar-old Native Endian male. 

Present during the worse nf the ejcaminaiion are. 

Cp|. f WjirneT, badge C(J2h^ 1, Retina ftCMP Major Crimes [.'nil; 

Insp. D. VEcFayden, badge #?i> 1 25J5 r Regina RCMP Criminal Operations Unit; 

5gt 5. no^r-les, badge rr^fi2:2, Regina RCMP Forensic Identification Section; 

□r. J. Nyssen, Ch;e I' Coroner, Province of Sj-Oenchcwan; 

O. Beanie, University of Alberta Anthropologist! 

C. Chan, Medieul Eisarniner's Phui^grupherfftiidirdogy Technologist; and 

T. Mclnnes, Medical Examiner's Pathology Technician. 


PKKAMHI-K 

TIlIs examination is an exhumation examination performed al ihe request of 
IV John Nyjser., Chief Coroner rtf Llic proviuee O-f Saskatchewan, IVOiiing in 
conjunc^on with lhc SiHiskn;ciiewa.n RCMP. 

Prior to my examination of the body, E am informed Ihat this was a L7-year-old 
Nitiqve [mtian male who was found dead in an industrial area In the north end of 
Saskatoon on the afternoon of November YPjty The decedent w#s list seen aLive, in. ;l 
po!ice vehicle, during Ihe late evening or early morning hours of November 24-''2.C ISW 
;li ihe intersect ic:i M Street and Ce.iLftdrTa:ieirt flnve in vresr S-askatL-ion. An aute^sv 
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was performed by Dr. J. AdoLf. nl Si. Paul’s Hospital (Grey Nuns’) oF Saskatoon, 
commencing al 1230 hours on November 3U, l£9tl. A copy of Dr. Adolf’s aulopsy 
report, dalcd January 3D L 1991 1 is mildt nvtfiLubk ib mt prje-r IQ rt-y examination. The 
report indicates iliar l|jc body w-as frozen, during the initial course of the cxamiiLAtiuu., 
that there were small abrasions of the nose, Ihe lefl cheek, the chest, and the knees, and 
(hat (here were no other signi Heart nulcpsy findings '["he report also indicules that Ihe 
poslmortcm blood altohol concentration was 150 mg/]00 ml. 

] am also advised, by the officers present, that there is some investigative 
information available to suggest thal the decedent was handcuffed by police at some 
point when he was Iasi seen alive. [ am shown photographs. taken during Ihe course of 
Ihe initial autopsy examination, which she 1 * a dirtincl bund-like skin impression 
extending transversely across fiie pxiertsof aspect of Ihe righi wrist and hand, which may 
have been produced by u handcuff. The phoiographs also show two small abrasions over 
llw radial aspeel of the right hand, around the metacarpophalangeal joint of the nghl 
Ihitiir.h, which do not appear to be associated with ihe skin Impression on the wrist. 
Finally, rhe photographs depict two parallel linear abrasions OH the iltue, which may have 
been produced by handcuffs. 

[ am f.iTther advised that this cxhumalion examination is being performed as part 
of an overall inveMisuiion into the circumstances surrounding the death of 
Neil Stflpeehild. Apart from any general examination Eindings, the police officers present 
are parlieularly intercsled in examination of the wrials {for Sufi iissue or bony irijuryh 
examination of the nose (for iuvcstigaiivc allegations that blood was noted cm the fact of 
this individual Whim hr was last seen alive), colSeelion oF fingernails For DMA 
hybridiESlion,. and col lection of postmortem tissue For DNA hybndizirtion. 


F-XTER^AT. EXAMINATION 

The body is lifted from the casket nmo an examination table and complete 
pOsinLOrtriJL x-rays art laken. 

Tlie body is cLad in a dark-colored long-sleeve pullover swcuLcr, u brown long- 
slceve bullon-iip shirt, blue denim panls, entl white socks. There: is r-0 undvTwtjr or 
shoes prtsciLi. A slion seamen: of a yellow melal chair, is found loosely on the anterior 
surface of Lbe sweater, close to the wrists. A Ihin rusted wire, which measures 0.1 cm in 
diameter, is ibund loosely on the sweater, immcdurlety adjacent lo the cbi'in A parted ly 
disintegrated religious card, having a picture of Jems on one side and die words of 
Psalm 11 on Ihe oilier snle. is also found loosely on the front of the sweater, in close 
ussoc:al icr. with Ihu wrists Lhe wrists arc crossed loosely over Ihe Front of the abdomen 
A thin metal chain, iviih an anachtd small mcul hean pendant, is found loosely on the 
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swearer over Lhe right lateral abdominal wall. An oxidized cross and dove pin is attached 
to the left breast region of lhe front of the sweater. An oxidized rr.etal ring is present on 
the left ^ fingeT. 'Itie clothing is cut off. wiih portions of lhe clothing, particularly the- 
bloc denim pants, b*ing ui a Siart of fragmental iom The clothing e|*itsc to iti? shin, 
particularly Lilt blue denim partis, are adherent 1o the skin such that they must be carefully 
peeled away. The clothing it discarded. 

The body is thal of an adoksccnl or adult human male The decedent measures 
17] cm in length and ueiglis 35 as received. There is generallyed dajk discoLoriUiun 
and desiccation of the skin with almost complete loss of skin over the lower extremities. 
Cephalic hair is abundant, is straight in character and is dark brown in color. The hair 
over lhe anterior half of the scalp measures It 1 cm in maximum length, while ihal over 
the posterior half of lhe icalp is 16 eflt in length- The difference in lengths appear id 
correspond- roughly with ihe she nfan ajlnpsy incision made over lhe vencx of the scalp. 
I he ears ^re desiccated. The orbits are sunken and conlain desiccalcd 1 issue only. The 
nose is desiccated. Some granular material it present over the lower half oF Lhe face, 
particularly around lhe mouth. The jaws are wired shin, as part of the postmortem 
embalming procedure Denlidon is mutual. with the (vecpiinn of v dental bridge thaL 
replaces lb-; right upper laleral incisor. The complete lower deni itiem is natural. The face 
and neck Is dcsiccaled. A "-V’-thapcd autopsy incision exlends from the points of the 
shoulders onlo the sternum and down Lbe midluie of the anlerio: chest and abdomen to 
the symphysis pubis. External genitalia arc those of a male. The lower extrcmilies 
exhibit the most advanced degree of skin loss, moist dccompositional change over the 
thighs, and desiccation of lhe remaining tissue The upper extremities and lhe back 
exhibit postmortem dcsiccalion. only. Tulloos, over ihtr extensor aspect of the right hand, 
lhe lateral aspect of the lefl arm below the jl-.tiuldcv, and the posterior surface of Lhe rlgbi 
*b::.uili]L'-r h described ai Lite original aulupsy exami ration, are no longer visible. 


piVlDliNfE 01'INJURY 

There is no x-ray evidence of antemortem bony injury. An autopsy bone saw cul 
is visible over the cranial vault. There is very slight deviation of the bony port ion of the 
nasal septum to the left, but there is no x-ray evidence of a fresh bony fracture of the 
scplum. The bones of the hands and wrixii are mtacL. 

Postmortem darkening anil desiccation of lhe skin does nol allow for proper 
examination for lhs presence or ahocncs uf injuries Abrasions described ov^r the bndge 
of the nose, over the left check, over Lhe chcsi, and over rhe knees, ai the original autopsy, 
are no longer idenli liable Desiccation of tissues of the wri sis and hands does not permit 
idem i fiend on of the skin impression noted on photographs at lhe mUiaL autopsy 
esamiii^Lihn. There is mi nhviuus evidence of any aiLierr.ortcm injury lhal wue not 
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described ai the initial auiQpSy cuarniitatEcin. PosiTiOTiem desiccation of Hit nose 
prevents a detailed examination, however upon incising the nostrils, there is no (ibvi^ns 
ev idcnce o F injury 1o the dried nasal cariilagc. 

On internal CKamiiuUi on, there is no evidence of injury to uny of the organs 
preserved within the trunk cavity, ir> he described futllier heLow. The hyoid hone ;uid 
thyroid cartilage are not present, such that they cannot be examined. The skull and 
visible portions of the ribs, (he -vertebral column, and the pelvis jure id I inhicl. 

Trace T-vidcnec 

A head hair standard, complete fingernails from (he right hand, complete 
fingernails from Lbc iefl l 3 '. 2 nd and y fingers, a complete fingemui] found loose beneath 
(he body, heart, liver, skin and muscle from (he biceps Tugion of (he IcfL arm, and a 
portion of the Left $" rib urc all lumed over Co Cpl. Warner during the course of lbc 
exiimmiilion. 


[> AT ION 

The trunk cavity contains- a green plastic bag, which, in lum, terniums viscera 
examined at the previous iiulOpSy. A small amount of fixative fluid is pntSWl wrihirt the 
bag, such thui the organs can be identified and examined. 

The heart weighs 275 g; the left lung weighs 510 g; the righc lung weighs 595 g: 
Ihe liver weighs 1,010 g: Lbc spleen -weighs 60 g; the left kidney weighs L 10 g; lbc righL 
kidney weighs 12U gi and ibc brain weighs 1,000 g- There art variable degrees uf 
postmodern aucolytic softening of each organ, together with some autolytlc Loss of 
anatomic structure. There is no gross evidence of any natural disease process that would 
account for death, In particular, iherc is no evidence of coronary amery disease. cardiac 
vulvului disease, myocardial hyperiruphy, emphysema, jiulnifliiary consolidation, diffuse 
fauy change of the liver, cirrhosis, bowel inflammation, bowel perforation, gastric Or 
duodenal ulcrralion, gastric perforation, subarachnoid hemorrhage, or intraccrohral 
hemorrhage. 


There arc ntl residual [issues within Lhc Floor of Lhc mnuth, lkc ncck L OT I he pelvis, 
such that an examination of lhc tongue, the trachea, the esophagus, the urinary bladder, or 
the prostate is not possible. 
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HISTOLOGY 

Repsesental ive sections of die central nervous System, heart, larynx, lung*, liver, 
thymus, spleen. kidneys, pancreas, thyroid, adrenals, and skeletal muscle, all col Icl-lclE 
during lhe course of (he original autopsy otuimnatlon. arc made available to me. 

There are variable degrees of con gestion and earLy aumlysis within the organs and 
Tissues in each section. The lungs exhibit patchy edema, together with hcmoslderin-IrktLni 
macrophages in occasional alveoli. There is atrophy and fatly Infiltration within the 
residual portions of the lhymos. There is tkj histologic evidence of any mjtiry or natural 
disease process K> account foe deith. 
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F[NGL\CJS 

I ■ Cold Capture with - 

{a) L7-yea*-old male found fTOMn in sub-zero temperature in an industrial 
area o f Saskatoon on Novcmher 29 h 1 WO. 

{h) individual last documented as being alive on iher Sale evening or eariy 
morning, of November 24.'25, IWChin a polite vehicle inwesi Saskatoon 
fc) Initio] autopsy performed on November JO, 1 WO. 

(dj Initial autopsy documenting parallel linear abrasions oT nose and other 
small abrasions of left cheek, chest, and Votes. 

{cj Initial autopsy photographs documenting skin impression on extensor 
aspect of right wrist, possibly caused by a handcuff (as per photograph 
comparisons by HCMP laboratory). 

<f> Parallel linear abrasion an now pOSiibly caused by handcuffs (as per 
photograph comparisons by RCMP laboratory}. 

(g) No obvious injuries oi nalural disease processes Identified at original 
autopsy lo account for death. 

(h> Postmodern W<X>d eilianol Cnnucnnurmn ISU m^' l WJ m I. 

(Ll No other drugs detected in postmortem blood collected at Lime uf ini I Nil 
autopsy. 

(jl Initial cause ofdcalh attributed Lo hypothermia (i.e. cold exposure}, 

(k} Exhumation examination of body performed al the Fdmontoji Mcdi-caJ 
Examiner's far: ibty on April 24,2001. 

(L) Advanced postmortem desiccation of skin and soil 1 issues, with 
po$LniCTitm loss of skin tuid underlying Soft I issues over liiigjis. 

(mj l.nable to identify mmor external injuries, documented at Lhe initial 
autopsy, due to degree of postmonem desiccation. 

(n) No evidence of injuries not identified ai inilial autopsy. 

■foj No evidence of fractures of nasal carli lage or nasal bone. 

(p) Nu evidence of bony injuries of wrists, where handc uffs may have been in 
place. 

(H) No natural disease processes idcT-lillcd to account tor death 


CONCLUSIONS 

This 1?-year-old was found dcjd h frozen in sub-zero lemperalurca, in an 

industrial area in the north end of Saskatoon on ihv ^fttTnnnn of November T >, L9W. He 
was apparently last seen alive, by Alnesses, during llie kte ct-emn^. or early morning 
hours of Novinnbui 1991 1 , in a police vehicle al an intersection in ct-est Sastatumr. 
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Documentation of his whcrratwui'S uflcr (his poinl in time- was apparently linking. ]1 is 
ullegod Ihat witnesses saw blood on [he faeg of |hc deccdenl when he was Iasi seen £]ive. 

A Coroner's nulcpsy was conducted on November 30. I<W. Two parallel linear 
Straps? [r-v. abrasions} were noted on the nose of the decedent, and additional small 
abrasions were found yn the kfi cheek of his fac-c. on his chest, and on his Jmces. No 
other injuries or nalural disease pmectvCS were identified a I the initial aulopsy 1o account 
for dcaLh. Postmorlem lexicology revealed the presence of a W<y>d jdcvhvl concentration 
of ISO mg-TOO ml (iw compared to the legally defined intoxicating level of alcohol, for 
the purpose of operating n motor vehicle, of SO m&'TOO ml) r wilh no other inroxicaring 
drugs identi hcd. The cause of death was auribuiotl io h ypcuhcrmiji (i .e. cold exposure). 

A further investigation into the ci re umslanccs surrounding ihis individual's de-ath 
wus commenced by Ihe RCMP in Saskatchewan in the year 2fiO0, Review of 
photographs, Uiken during the course of the initial autopsy, revealed thal the parallel 
linear abrasions nmed on ihe notsc toald have been produced by a pair of handcuffs, and 
also noted the presence of a shin impression On Lhc back of the right wrist, which could 
hate been produced by handcuffs. In light of this, and other concerns raised by Ihe 
investigation, Jin exhumation of the body was ordered by the Chief Corar.tr of ihe 
province nf Suskaiehewan. Re-examination yf the body wjh performed at the OITlcc of 
ihe Chi c f Modi cJil ttuuniner in Ldmonlon on Apri I 24, 2001. 

The exhumed body exhibited an advanced degree of postmortem skin darkening 
and drying (i.c. desiccation), together with postmortem !us$ of skin and sofl lissves 
primarily over Ihe thighs of both legs. The abrasions identified ai the iuiiial utuLopsy 
could nol be seen al the exhumation examination, as a result of Ihese postrrmri^m 
things. No injuries were idenlifkd that had not been described at the initial autopsy 
examination. In particular, there was na visible evidence of any fracture of the -cartilage 
or bone of Ihe nose. Complete body s-rays failed k> reveal ihe presence of any other 
bony Fractures. No natural disease processes were idtniifled upon re-cxummulion of Ihe 
relatively well preserved organs, contained wiLhiri a bag with some embalming fluid m 
Ihe ImaSt cavity, tn accorim for dejuh Likewise, re-exami nation of the histology slides 
ftora the original autopsy failed n> di^tose any injury ot natural disease process to 
accounL Tor death. 

AlUiough die scope of this examination wjis LimiLcd by Ihe degree of postmortem 
change as outiined above, there was no evidence of ?ny injury or oilier naLural disease 
process to Tefutc the original autopsy findings aid cone Ids ioiLj.. 
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